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and to have become the favorite ami "universal sentiment. These important, points established there can surely bo? nothing in the residue of the subject or in the details of the bill by which they are to be carried into effect, that, if acted upon in a proper spirit, may not be overcome without threatening the public peace or endangering the stability of our Union. Any measure which shall sxiccessfully accomplish the objects proposed, and which shall be of a character to recommend itself to the moderate men on both sides of the question (the only securities we can have for its permanency) will, without doubt, receive the approbation of the people and restore the different sections of the Country to those relations of peace, affection and good fellowship which are indispensable to the prosperity and happiness of each and all. That these great objects shall not fail for the want of such an arrangement is so emphatically demanded by public sentiment, as to allay all apprehension. Should the present Congress, unfortunately, be unable to effect it we may count with confidence upon the speedy and successful efforts of the next. Until this desirable result shall be attained we have a safe guaranty against violence and discords in the discreet exercise of executive authority, the pervading patriotism of our countrymen and that sacred, inextinguishable love of union which is the predominant master-feeling in an American bosom.
That Mr. Clay should not, after his long experience, have been brought to doubt the efficacy of his American System, at least as an element of political strength, is scarcely possible, and if his own advancement had been the sole object of his labors in its support he could not have furnished a wiser course than to have submitted quietly to its overthrow by the assaults of his successful adversaries. There was no way in which the advantages to the ^Country, which he claimed for it if the policy was sustained, might have been pressed with greater safety or less trouble because all the mischances and embarrassments of business, from whatever causes arising, would have been attributed by the manufacturers to that overthrow. But I cannot now, when the passion and prejudice of that day have run their course, read this speech without believing that much of Mr. Clay's original confidence in the soundness and value of his system—if it could have a fair chance—had survived his many disappointments. Doubtless the insatiable craving of the manufacturers, " whose conscience is their maw," and whose gratitude for benefits received did not at all times bear fruit for him, must have again and again disgusted the benefactor who had contributed so liberally of his time and faculties to their ^advantage, but we may assume that he regarded these as sacrifices unavoidable in any great public cause, and I have, as I have said, reviewed these transactions at this late day with a strong faith in the sincerity of the assurances of continued confidence in the system which were drawn from him by the circumstances in which he and it were placed and which were expressed with so much earnestness and true eloquence. Mr. Clay pressed the measure of conciliation of which he iwas, on his side, the exclusive author, and which he alone could

